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GOV. EASLEY URGES CITIZENS TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS AS STORMS APPROACH 
Monitor Weather Reports, Have Family Emergency Supply Kits Ready 

 
RALEIGH – Governor Mike Easley today warned North Carolina residents of the potential for heavy 
rain and moderate flooding from two tropical systems approaching from the Gulf of Mexico.  Tropical 
Storm Bonnie and Hurricane Charley are expected to affect North Carolina weather Friday and 
Saturday if the storms continue to follow their current paths.  North Carolinians are advised to 
assemble family emergency supply kits as a precaution. 
 
“With both storms approaching North Carolina, and the increased potential for tropical force winds and 
rain, people need to be prepared,” Easley said.  “We urge residents to pay close attention to weather 
reports tonight and tomorrow and put their emergency plans in place.  Flooding appears to be the 
biggest concern right now.  It is critical the people monitor emergency warnings and stay off flooded 
roads.”  
 
Significant rainfall amounts may cause flooding especially near low-lying areas, rivers and coastal 
communities.  Motorists are urged to drive with caution and not to attempt driving across water-
covered roadways or around barriers that indicate roadway closure due to flooding.   
 
The N.C. Department of Crime Control & Public Safety, including the Division of Emergency 
Management, has been tracking both storms for several days and is coordinating with county 
emergency response officials.  The State Emergency Response Team, which includes state agencies 
and volunteer response organizations such as the American Red Cross and Salvation Army, will be 
activated over the next several days to respond to county requests.   
 
Evacuation decisions are made on the local level, but the state has already placed some of its resources 
on stand-by as a precaution. 
 
“Eight swift water rescue teams are on standby across the state,” Easley said.  “Our National Guard has 
500 soldiers and airmen on alert to be called to duty if needed, and the State Highway Patrol has put its 
officers on ‘Signal 11’ as of 8 o’clock Friday morning, which means they can be deployed within an 
hour.” 
   


